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Show and Tell continued
Marc Forest gave a little personal history of his days at MIT. He was a member of the Tech
model RR club and still remembers the rigors of course C225-Mechanical Engineering, some of
the same stuff us modelers have learned by accident over the years, except for the part that our
bridges are built from wood and plastic instead of steel. Phil Doolittle offered some additional
comments on the Free-MO setup at the WGH show in Cleveland. Phil said that the event
attracted people from 8 to 10 states and featured 3 staging yards and an operating coal mine.
For DCC operations he showed a programming track booster, the basic circuit built into a box. He
also saw a G Scale triplex. locomotive which sells for about $1300.00. Great to drag a hundred
hoppers around the yard at 10 MPH. We're all guilty of starting a project and then putting it aside
for years, or decades. Jim Clements did this with a Florence and Cripple Creek gondola kit.
When he decided to finish the kit he noticed that older kit parts did not fit as well as today's
parts. All of us have older parts that don't fit together as well. Rad Jones brought in a nice
group of N scale MOW cars by Bachmann. These are similar to the older Micro-trains made by
Life Like but with extra detail. Jim Sieradzinski showed a GT caboose, one of the last types to
operate. Roger Terey has a group of miscellaneous kits that he acquired as part of an estate.
Some are classics including an Athearn Swift refrigerator kit. Jim Dennis brought in the one and
only moose caboose, an NYC model by Overland with a moose head attached to the from of the
cupola. He wonders if anyone needs the backend of a model moose. Might just fly off the 5 cent
table at his next garage sale. Tony Tahnoose commented on caboose usage on the Southern in
1984 to 1985. During the transition period some trains carried cabooses and some did not. Gil
Lalonde, who is just getting started in DCC operation brought in a manual that he is in the
process of memorizing. Roger Austin showed an NCE decoder installation using Kapton tape. I
did a web search and came up with the following information. Maximum resistance to high
temperatures. Recommended for masking circuit boards and splicing wires. Polyimide film with
silicone adhesive for easy release. UL 510 flame retardant. Doug Kass  showed an unusual
caboose by Overland Models. The model is an over the road caboose that looks like a transfer
unit.  At this point Doug led a brief discussion on the origins of the word caboose with no real
consensus of where it came from. Dave Thornton reviewed a time tested but effective way of
controlling a turnout and powering the frog using a common slide switch. Phil Runyan showed
a WWII troop carrier converted by the C&O. Fred Cosgrove brought in a South Shore Line
caboose which was a recycled CSX boxcar. Joel Goldberg is working a pickle processing and
storage plant. Downsized to fit his layout. The pickling barrels are made from PVC pipe. John
Jackson is working on various methods of keeping track bright and shiny. Letterman once said
something about how this should be a requirement for the turbans of NY taxi drivers. Saul
Kalbfeld brought in a model of a D&H wood sheath caboose, a brass Nickel Plate model and an
FJ&G caboose acquired from the D&H. Finally. President Jerry Shanek showed off a G scale
CB&Q caboose with a detailed interior that includes a smoking stove and a plugged toilet. Thanks
to all who participated in this month's Show and Tell and thanks again to Joel Goldberg for his
digital photography.
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