$3

.« IHOl Box

THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NORTH CENTRAL REGION, NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION

VOL. 50, NO. 1 SPRING 2009

W/ s\

[FORT WAYNE

NCR 2009 CONVENTION
NEWS

October 15-18, 2009
NMRA North Central Region 2009

RAILFANNING- PRR & B&O

BRASS
OPflomx[

HOW TO-
TRAIN BRAKE
and .
TEAM TRACK T

Z .
/chw i RUBRASS #25CREW
FIRS T4

Op‘huhm{’ 9%{: A"S/

PLUS- History, Layout planning, Timetable, and more-



HotBox Editorial

Barry Hensel, Editor

The HOtBOX
Spring, 2009
Vol. 50, No. 1

EDITOR

Barry Hensel
43642 Lotus Dr
Canton, MI 48188
734-397-5182
barry76Lt@wowway.com

Editorial Advisers
Jack Watson Dave McMullian
Tim Fisher

Proof Readers
Marge Hensel
Marty LaForte

John Beres

The HotBox is published quarterly by the
North Central Region of the National
Model Railroad Association. Publication

dates are-
SPRING, Feb 1 SUMMER, May 1
FALL, Aug 1 WINTER, Nov 1

All material, articles and advertising must
be submitted to the Editor. All material
should be electronic, preferably MicroSoft
Word or Powerpoint. Pictures should be
in Jpeg format and color. Material can be
emailed or sent via US Mail on cd-rom.
Materials will not be returned, unless
return postage and envelope are
included. Material submission deadline is
FIVE weeks before publication date.

Feel free to contact the Editor via email,
with any comments, questions or
corrections.

Hello! | hope you and your family had a good holiday
season | ast month. It's that perfect time of the year
to get together with family and friends and renew
those relationships. It's also the time of the year
that just about 90% of us got our start in this great
hobby of ours. Yes, the annual train set around the
Christmas tree, usually a Lionel or American Flyer.
Yup, that's how we got our start. Here's hoping, you
can give someone else that same start, by a simple
train set around your Christmas tree this year. I'll
try to remind you of this in the November issue.

With this issue of the HotBox, we are still in
winter, yet this is the Spring edition, which means
hopefully, the weather will soon be getting better.
However, many of us are living in Michigan, and you
just know what "that" means, especially when talki ng
about the weather. But, since we are still in the
winter months, we still have time to attend some of
the many train shows/sales in our area. | hope you
find some great bargains.

If we are attending shows/sales, we are also, most
likely, not stopping by our local hobby shops. This
can be a huge concern as more and more shops are
closing. | will not try to debate the reasons for
this, as there are many. But please, try to stop by
and make a purchase if you can. The shop owners will
really appreciate yo ur business! That leads me to
another message in "The HotBox, The Future, part 3"
and hopefully you can help. Please give that article a
read through.

Once again, Thanks to those that have taken the time
to write a note on how you are enjoying the HotBo X.
Your comments do mean a lot to me. | also hope you get
the chance to see the HotBox online... doesn't it look
S0000 much better in color!

Thanks for r eBadyi ngé

MODEL RAILROADING IS FUN!

HOTBOX CORRECTIONS

NCR" OOPS" é.

Always striving to be correct, is something we will try to do with the HotBox.

But, we are also human and mistakes happen.

NOT intentional! We're getting older, fingers fatter a
Corrections for the November

should have been Uwe Thormaehlen

your understanding.
* Larry Wright

Please forgive us, these are usually
nd eyes dimmer. Thanks for
2008 edition of the HotBox are -
, back cover

* The email address for Div 1 President Chuck Williams has been corrected, pg 3

FRONT COVER PICTURES Photo from Jim Tilley's PRR
Lighting effects and signals using LED's (next issue!)

REAR COVER PICTURES

- B&O layout, tour inside
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NCR HUMOR

| guess this was one STRONG coupler!!!

RPN L
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PRESIDENTS OBSERVATION by Jack watson

Happy N ew Year to all! Another year has passed? | did not NCR
get nearly enough done during the last one! Each and every
January, we start a new year with good intentions, to work
hard, and maybe we can finish - off some of those lingering [ e | ——
projects! Somehow, too many o f those remain on the +—— |waeon | ——7
unfinished list. Oh sure, | have a thousand and one excuses,

as to why this project has not budged, or why this one is
still not finished, or why that kit never got out of the box
or why that three - quarter finished boxcar kit never re ceived
those grab irons! Soun d familiar? If it does, take my
challenge...... | plan to really buckle down, and finish at least six lingering
model railroad projects, that have become stagnant for two or more years. Seems
that | have never recovered from th e National Convention! How about you? Can you
finish six projects in one year? | am at a loss, how we could all get so much
work done before the Convention, and so little afterward? Drop me a line when you
beat my six project minimum, and | will have to tr y to keep up!
Something else on the mind, folks will comment, or should | say lament, that
their children have absolutely no interest in their hobby, particularly that of
model railroading! Does this spell doom and gloom for the hobby we enjoy so much?
I do not think so! How did you discover model railroading? Probably wasn't your
father, it is also doubtful that anyone in your immediate family worked for the
railroad and influenced you to the hobby. Chances are you found your own way to

the hobby, throug h a friend, a friend of a friend, the man down the street with a

layout...... or maybe you purchased one of the many fine Model Railroading

monthlies? Myself, | recall getting into very hot water over this, | rode my bike
over to the Morris Hardware Store after school, at Christmas time, just to watch

the model train display. | think it was Lionel, but it was m agnificently

finished, scenery , buildings. people, activity..... about twelve by twelve, with

two loops of track! | remember getting myself into the doghouse, because | would

stand and watch it for hours on end, round and round something about getting home
after seven, and in the dark! The point | am making is that you need to be open

to sharing your layout with folks, young and old alike, you may stir something!

Lastly | am reporting that | am back, a slight health setback in early November
both sidelined and scared the crap out of me. Something about flunking the stress
test, which led to some catheterization, anyway | feel pretty good and hope to
see and/or hear from you soon!

Proba bly your best bet, is to send me an e -mail or phone me in the evening o
will answer all inquiries, or be happy to listen to anything you have to say
about the Region - that' swhat|am here for!

THANX Jack

YOUR article could be appearing RIGHT HERE!! Please
consider writing an article for a future issue of the HotBox!!
Fame, Fortune (not really) and points toward your MMR await
you when you write a HotBox article!
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TRAIN BRAKE FOR ON GRADES by Bill Deeter NCR HOW-TO

ARTICLE

Question? - How do you set the hand brakes on a model rail car, to prevent it from
traveling down a grade?
ANSWERwel | é you really can't (unless it'sGaanc a&lxa Feareéd y
Well, as usual, we do have a more reasonable answer for you and one that will
work in any scale. Let's look at some options... and let's set the scene... Our
train has stopped on a grade to switch out the local coal tipple. The empty
hoppe r cars are a few back from the engine, but we've also got another dozen
mixed freight cars behind them, plus the caboose. How are we going to keep those
cars from rolling down the grade once we uncouple the hoppers?
A) we could use a push pin at the end of the cars to hold them...
B) some sort of spring clip to the rail to act as a stop...
(both of which work but look - tacky!)
C) use a pin between the rails, controlled by either a turnout motor or choke
cable to raise and lower it. This looks g reat as it's almost fully concealed
but can be difficult to create and control.
D) how about a simple "swing" handle pin? And this is the answer we're looking
for, for this article.
As you can see by the diagram below , a piece of tu bing with some piano wire, bent
to the shown shape, will make a very nice brake system. The handle can be
disguised as a sign of some type, making it look good when it's in the "off"
position. By extending the shaft and tubing, the handle can be placed in a more
accessible position, if you're dealing with multiple tracks or other objects. Be
sure you have the brake in the proper position, which is that when in the
fiworking position 0 the handle MUST point down grade! Also remember to keep your
bends "tight" as the wire must sit on the ties and be lower then the rail head.
If this becomes a snag problem, you can cut out part of the tie to help the brake
leg sit lower.

ILCLEAR

- mia E—

i A —

S I 1 .
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Optional sTap - SCREW fw
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RAILFANNING PRR & B&O NCR GOES TRACKSIDE

B&O doodlebug #6005 with train 71B
stops at Point of Rocks Station in
Point of Rocks, Maryland.

These pictures were taken on a
railfan trip to visit the PRR-B&O
Lines of Jim Tilley of Division 6

B&O Local 55 is leaving West
Pittsburgh Yard and passing Bald
Mountain, heading northbound

Mahoning Ave passes under both the
PRR and B&O mainlines in New
Castle, PA

PRR railfan's delight! A
double headed passenger
train with twin K4 loco's is
passing below the PRR high
line with a ore drag powered
by a PRR M1
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