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HotBox Editorial            Barry Hensel, Editor 

 

HI! Welcome back to another issue of the HotBox! Seems 

I did OK wi th that first issue in August. Thanks for 

the comments that were sent to me and others about 

that first attempt. I sincerely hope to continue the 

HotBox in th at fashion, or even improve on it  if I 

can. Thanks too!, to several people who have stepped -

up and  sent me articles. This is what is needed for 

this, or any, publication to continue to operate.  

  Quite a few comments have come in on the HotBox 

going electronic, instead of a printed format. Well, 

that decisi on/recommendation has been made by the NCR 

Board of Directors. See PART 2 of the HotBo x Future 

article later on in this issue.  

  Sorry for this, but I DO have to make a special 

"plug" for the Division 6 Fall Model Railroad Show & 

Workshop! This event celebrates it's 30th year and 

we're giving back to  the local community support we've 

received over the years by having NO admission fee 

this year. Yes, FREE! Of course, this event is 

special, as it is NOT your typical "train show" as we 

sell nothing at this event! This is a "how to do" 

event, where Div 6 members will show you how to do 

model railroading. Why am I telling you, NCR members 

and already accomplished model railroaders about a 

how- to - do event? So that you can tell non - model 

railroaders that want to become model railroaders, 

about this great even t. As our event saying goes... 

"ask questions, get answers!". Hope to see you there!  

  Once again, fall and winter are upon us. That means 

it's time for model Railroading!! No more lawn work, 

boats been put away along with the hot rod, so let's 

have FUN a nd do some model railroading!   

         Thanks for readingé   

 

MODEL RAILROADING IS FUN! 
 

HOTBOX CORRECTIONS                                                        NCR "OOPS"é. 
 

Always striving to be correct, is something we will try to do with the HotBox . 

But, we are also human and mistakes happen. Please forgive us, these are usually 

NOT intentional! We're getting older, fingers fatter and eyes dimmer. Thanks for 

your understanding.  

Corrections for the August 2008 edition of the HotBox are -  

 *  Marte  shou ld have been Marty  for the columnist's name, pg 20  

 *  The counties of Mecosta and Osceola  should have been listed with Division 4,  

   not Div 7, pg 24  

 *  next month , should have been next issue , back cover page  

 *  Fall 2007  should have been Fall 2008 , pg 2 

 

 

FRONT COVER PICTURES-  Photo Best of Show -  NCR 2008 convention; Joe Bliss's layout  

REAR COVER PICTURES-  Blissfield Model RR Club layout  
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PRESIDENTS OBSERVATION   by Jack Watson    
 

   As this is written, it is very early October, beautiful 

crisp days and already another column is due.  How time 

flies!  Proba bly would not mind it so much, if it would allow 

me to get more done on the layout!  Have had much trouble  

forcing myself down there, post National Convention.  With 

winter coming on, I am looking forward to getting down to 

the basement, adding some scen ery and building, or at least 

finishing some started buildings.  Everyone knows  that  I need 

more buildings!    

   Just recently returned from a great Convention in Toledo,  

if you missed (fo r any reason), FAST FREIGHT '08 ,  you gypped  yourself!  There were 

many, many activities that you could have participated in!  Prototype Tours teach  

how the real ones do it!  Layout Tours  give  the opportunity to see what others are 

building; what is new, what you  cou ld use on the home pike and genera l l y what is 

the latest and g reatest in model railroading!  There are Operating  Sessions 

available, you can go run on some different layout s, you can even learn how to 

operate if you've never tried! Clinics galore, lots and lots of topics avai lable; 

and most of the clinics , are repeate d so if you real l y want to see topic C you 

can, and then catch topic H at an alternate time!  There is/was a spectacular 

Contest Room with many entries available for your viewing, (you might even try 

judging, there are set rules and Contest Chair Glenn Jopp ich  will gladly help you 

learn the ropes -  you should try it, I guarantee  you will learn lots of  valuable 

information!), and  you will enjoy it!  Finish it off with a ticket to the Awards 

Breakfast,  if there is anything model railroaders are good  at, it is e ating!  We 

had an absolute, Banquet so much food, so little time!  An added attraction, is 

the a nnouncement  of the Contest Winners,  a very small amount of speechifying 

(nobody could talk much after the four plus hour  Board of Directors Meeting on 

Saturday af ternoon!),  followed by an address given by the keynote speaker, this  

time it  was Allan Mc Clelland of V irginia & Ohio Railroad f ame.  The whole point 

is;  YOU should have been  there, and you proba bly were not!  It can be done without 

spending a fortune,  I went  for three days and two nights  and spent less than one -

sixty, and I stayed at a Hotel, not with relatives!  The thing is YOU have to get -

up and GO,  or YOU miss out!  

    Now for some more general information;  the structure of the NMRA  has changed, 

and it has  an effect on the North Central Region!  When you pay your annual dues 

to the NMRA, you automatically become a mem ber of the North Central Region. T here 

are no longer any NCR Membership dues to be paid!  As a  member of the NCR you are 

entitled to one annual notification of Region News and Events,  also any business 

that  is current and any ballots or election information.  If as a member you wish 

to recei ve the hard copy edition of the  Region Publication, the "HOT - BOX" you 

will have to renew a subscription, whic h can be done thru the NMRA, at  annual 

renewal time.  If you are already a subscriber, or are a LIFE Member, do not be 

concerned, you will continue to recei ve your mailed copy.  The new renewal rate 

will become ten dollars,  hopefully this will be accomplishe d by calendar 2009.  

The PDF down- loadable version should be available then too, and you will have to 

decide whether to  pay for th e hard copy or download the PDF, no fee's involved!   

   Remember I am nearly always available, to have my ear bent!  Many such 

conferences  were engaged at the FAST  FREIGHT '08  Toledo Convention, actual l y I 

think my ears are still warm!   It is a good thing -  that is the only method  

of finding out what is on your mind!  Proba bly your best bet, is to send me an e -

mail  jwatson1212@sbcglobal.net  or phone me in the evening @ 586 - 598 - 7407  I will 

answer all inquiries, or be happy to listen to anything you have to  

say about the Region -  that is what I am  here for!              

          THANX  Jack  
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NCR CONV CONTEST RESULTS          by Glenn Joppich/Dan Lewis             
NCR CONVENTION 

 

The 2008 NCR Convention, Fast Freight '08, sponsored by Division One in Toledo, 

had a very good turnout of models and photos for the contests. Thanks to those 

that entered, Thanks to the judges and Congratulations to the winners!  

  Dan Lewis, Photo Contest Director  

It was an excellent turnout for the model context this year. We had over 30 

entrants.  The level of skill exhibited by all the modelers made judging a very 

difficult task. All the participants are to be commended. I would also like to 

thank my fellow judges for t heir help, Larry Wolohon, James ñHockeyò Hockengerg, 

Philip  Gliebe, Greg Rich a nd Marty LaF orte. And a big thanks to the folks from 

the Toledo Fast Freight '08 staff for all their help.     

  Glenn Joppich, Model Contest Director  
  

PHOTO CONTEST WINERS     MODEL CONTEST WINERS 

Best of Show  -  Bruce Carpenter    Best of Show  

"Metro Nigh t, Joliet, IL"     Sam Swanson ,  Windes Fine Fish  

  

Prototype Color Print      Steam Locomotive  

1st Tyler Harmann      1st : John Gardner  

2nd Mark Krueger         Ma & Pa 2 - 8- 0 Consolidation  

3rd Bill Gawthrop      

        Diesel Locomotive  

Black/White Model Pr int *     1st : Philip Gliebe  

2nd Doug Tagsold         Narrow Gauge Switcher  

3rd Doug Tagsold      

         Passenger Cars  

Model Color Print      1st : Greg Rich  

1st Doug Tagsold         New Baltimore & Fair Haven Rwy.  

2nd Bruce Carpenter        Passenger Car  

3rd Bill Gawthrop      2nd : Stephen Kellog   

          ATSF Baggage Car  

Black/White Prototype Print  

1st Susan Parry       Freight Cars  

2nd Susan Parry       1st : Larry Wolohon , Southern Box Car  

3rd Ted Nemeth          

        Caboose  

Honorable Mentions      1st : Philip Gliebe  

Model Color Print -    Skip Luyk,      CB&Q Transfer Caboose    

Jim Treadaway, Bill Gawthrop       

Prototype C olor Print -   Marv Linke,   Structures On - Line  

Bill Gawthrop (2),  Bruce Carpenter   1st : Dan Lewis, Choteau Station  

        1st : Marve  Linke ,  Snow Shed  

        2nd : John Bussard ,  Factory   

        3rd: Joel Goldberg, Engine House   

        3rd: Howard Andrews,  Sub- Station  

 

        Structures Off - Line  

        1st : Howard Andrews ,  City Building     

        2nd : John Wissinger ,  Summer Cottage s 

        3rd : John Bussard ,  Billboards  
 

            * Since there were only two entries, the judges  

        have the option (vis - a- vis the NMRA policies)  

        to waive a 1st place entry, and in this case  

        they did so.  
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LIGHTED UNCOUPLER TOOL      by Norm Logan         NCR HOW-TO  

             ARTICLE 
OR-  an OPS Tool for Dark Territory !  

Even with the best of lighting on most 

layouts, the op erator on most train crews 

face  that great challenge: uncoupling a car .  

Of course, the person blocking your light 

could simply be you. The problem remains, 

how do I see that little air hose in that 

dark space in between the two cars. What you 

need is an uncoupling device with a light.  
 

The first time I saw this device was in the 

ó80s on Tom Lendzionôs HO layout in 

Dearborn. Tom used big fluorescent lights 

overhead. I was switching the town of 

Dearborn  when Bill Mcq uire came into town to 

drop off cars. With both of us blocking the 

light behind us, Bill bunched up the slack 

on his train, clicked the device and q uickly 

uncoupled the cars. WHOA...backup.. . he 

clicked the device? Yep, it was a penlight 

with a short piece of steel rod wire that 

taped to it. ñWow, let me see that thingò, I 

said. It was so simple, a penlight, a shor t 

piece of steel rod and some tape. Every time 

I would go though the check out line at ACO 

I looked ri ght at those things on the rack ï 

a penlight. Why didnôt I think of this 

application?  
 

Later, I made several of the penlight 

uncouplers for my MICHIGAN SOU THERN RAILWAY 

at home. However, the pens were running out 

of juice. I needed to buy some new ones. Going back I found that they no longer 

carry that type of penlights. I happened to be in a DOLLAR STORE and saw a rack 

of key chains with LED push lights on them. WOW LED push lights. This might be 

better and last longer. So I bought one and took it downstairs to my layout.  The 

LEDôs keychain lights are 40% brighter than the old ACO penlights. And with most 

of our railroad modelers getting up in age (sorry)é this really helps those tired 

eyes at 11pm.  
 

Doing some further detective work, I found that CVS, Walgreenôs and other stores 

carry a type of penlight that takes batteries but has LEDôs. This was great 

because you didnôt need to throw away your device, just change the batteries!  
 

The next problem was how to affix the steel rod to the penlight. Bill Mcquire had 

used electrical tape to stop the rod from floating around. However, after awhile 

the tape got hot and started to float on the pen. Many times this re leased the 

rod from the light pen. I tried to use rubber bands ï didnôt work. However, I had 

some of that foil tape that you use for ductwork on dryers conn ecting to the hot 

air outtake. This stuff is sticky and once you attach it, it is on. The penlight 

uncouplers that I built some 20 years ago are still working great and the rods do 

not come out or wiggle from side to side. This sticky tape works great.  
 

So build an OPS tools for yourself.  Takes 5 minutes.  
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A normal uncoupler tool 

 

 
Let there be light! 


