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THE 

 
Monthly Newsletter of  

Division 8 North Central Region 
National Model Railroad Association   

Websi te :  

http://div8.ncr-nmra.org

    

F e b r u a r y 1 7 , 2 0 1 1 

T h e N e w s 

Elections Results 
Troy, MI:  The election of Officers for the two-
year term beginning March 1, 2011 was held at 
the meeting.  The results were: 

1. Superintendent:  John Jackson 
2. Secretary/Dispatcher: Bill Gawthrop 
3. Treasurer/Paymaster: Gene Kome 
4. Director: Saul Kalbfeld 

Spring Layout Tour 
Troy, MI: The Division 8 spring layout tour 
will be held on Sunday, May 1 from 1:00 – 
4:30 p.m.  The tour will feature the layouts of 
Gale Saxton, Phil Maaske, and Jerry Shanek.    

All layouts are located in Troy. 
Maps will be available at the March and April 
Division 8 meetings. 

News from National 
Troy, MI: Dave Thornton reports that: 

 

NMRA is in good shape financially.  The 
year 2010 was good overall for the 
organization. 

 

The NMRA members-only website should be 
coming very soon.   

 

The NMRA online archives have been 
implemented.  A limited number of photos 
and plans and maps are now available for 
viewing and purchase online. Click on 
“NMRA Online Archives” on the NMRA.org 
home page. 

 

The NMRA Board of Directors meeting will 
be held in Los Vegas in March.  The agenda 
is 400 pages long! 

 

Work is proceeding on NMRA net.  This is 
also known as S-9.  This is a large body of 
work available for viewing on 
www.nmra.org/standards/.

 

Election of Central District Director 
Troy, MI: Ballots have been mailed to NMRA 
members of the central district for the election 
of a new director.  Members are encouraged to 
vote by marking and returning the ballot. 

Model of the Quarter for 1Q2011 
Troy, MI:  As advertised, the model for the 1st 

quarter of 2011 is a 
caboose. 
Photo by Bill Gawthrop  

Models will be 
judged at the March 

17th meeting.  So, bring in your candidates! 

http://div8.ncr-nmra.org
http://www.nmra.org/standards/
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Pere Marquette 1225 
Troy, MI: Dean Pyers reports that Pere 
Marquette 1225 is currently being overhauled 
per federal mandate.  The big Berkshire is 
currently being disassembled in preparation for 
major boiler reconditioning at the Steam 
Railroad Institute in Owosso.  

The Steam Railroad Institute is actively 
looking for donations for the overhaul.  Of 
course, the Institute is looking for volunteers to 
assist in the fund-raising and the overhaul.  

Railfanning 
Railfanning can be fun, even in the snow.  This 
photo was taken in Greenwich, Ohio in January 
2011. 

 

Photo by Bill Gawthrop 

Show & Tell 
Topic = Steam 

Dick Gray is building a beautiful, highly 
detailed container ship in N scale.  Wow! 

  

Dave Thornton offered a B&O 0-8-0, Class L1 in O 
scale.  The B&O rebuilt these Class L1’s from light 
consolidations, Class E24’s.  It so happens that the 
E24’s were a 
carbon copy of 
the Pennsy’s 
Class H-6 
consolidations 
(due to Pennsy 
control of the B&O in the early 1900’s.) 

Jim Dennis displayed a New York Central 
streamlined Hudson.  The locomotive is a 
Broadway Limited product in HO scale. 

 

Gene Kome brought in a Santa Fe 2-6-0.  The HO 
scale locomotive was built from a Manuta kit of the 
1960’s.  Unfortunately, this locomotive is not 

prototypical of the Santa Fe.  Gene offered a photo of a 
Santa Fe 2-6-0 to prove his point. 

John Gavasso brought in a Chicago & 
Northwestern Class E-2 Pacific modified to pull 
the “400.”  The C&NW introduced the “400” 
before the Milwaukee Road was ready with their 
Hiawatha. 

 

Joel Goldberg offered an HO scale Varney Berkshire 
that he built from a kit circa 1958-60.  The kit cost $50. 
It was the first locomotive that Joel built. 
The tender appears to be a Bowser product?? 
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Ken Sherer offered a GTW 2-8-0 in HO scale. 

 
Terry Bossick brought in a current project, a pre-war 
P.C.C. car in G scale. The trolley is decorated in the 
Philadelphia “Gulf Oil” SEPTA paint scheme.  Terry is 
now looking for a small space to run it. 

 

Larry Wolohan offered 
a book, Great Northern 
Locomotives.  This book 
includes all that you 
would ever want to know 
about G.N. steam 
locomotives and then 
some.   

Bill Moore brought in a book, 
Asher & Adams Pictorial Album of 
American Industry, 1876.  A section 
of this book describes the 
Manchester Locomotive Works.  

Tony Britsky Brought in a work-in-progress, 
Digitrax block control electronics.  Tony 
explained that he is 
pioneering with Digitrax 
equipment to achieve a 
workable block protection 
system for his railroad.  
Efforts to date have come 
with mixed success. 

Bill Gawthrop offered a Western Maryland decapod 
in HO scale.  The locomotive is a brass import from 
Sunset to which Bill added detail and coal to the tender 
bunker.  The WM owned 10 of these Russian decapods 
(numbered 1101 – 1110) and used them primarily on 
branches. 

 

Paul Runyan brought in an HO scale, Pennsy 
Class L1, 2-10-0.  The locomotive is by 
Broadway.  The Pennsylvania Railroad owned 
598 of these locomotives. The first of the 
Pennsylvania’s decapods were delivered in 1916. 
The L1’s lasted until the end of steam. 

 

Fred Rockwell also brought in a Pennsy Class L1, 2-
10-0 in HO scale. 

 

Fred also brought in some description information about 
this class of locomotives on the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

Dan Lewis displayed a steam rotary snow 
thrower in N scale. 

 

Dick Dittus offered an On3 scale Denver & Rio 
Grande Western Class K27 mike. 
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Rick Ware brought in a framed group of his 
photos of Canadian Pacific locomotives from his 
trip in the autumn of 2008.  The photos include: 
Royal Hudson #2860, 0-6-0 #2024 at Calgary 
Heritage park, #29 at CPR HQ, and #2816 
“Empress”, one at Banff and the other at Lake 
Louise. 

 
Jerry Shanek brought in a current G scale project.  
This trackage 
represents a double 
cross-over which Jerry 
plans to install in his 
backyard railroad.  He 
also added a flat car as 
a part of this current 
project.  All items are 
products of Aristo 
Craft 
.  

Vince Robinson offered an O scale Southern 
Railway tender in brass.  The prototype included 
an electromechanical device to active positive 
train control. 

  

Bob Sherer brought in a Pere Marquette 0-8-0 in HO 
scale.  The model is a 1970’s brass product of 
Tenshodo. 

 

John Jackson brought in a current project in 
HO scale.  This is a building for an auto loading 

facility.  The 
model is 
based on a 
Cornerstone 
product.  
There is an 
office at one 

end, driver / rail office at the other end.  John is 
scratch-building the building which will have a 
complete interior.  

 

Sorry for last month’s errata: 
1. Mis-quoted the car length of Jerry Shanek’s train to be 27 instead of (correct) 13 cars. 
2. “January Show and Tell” should have said “February Show and Tell”  

Please forward any and all erratta to Bill Gawthrop, Car House editor at wegawthrop@aol.com.  Virtual 
tomatoes are also welcome….. it’s part of our quality improvement….. 
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This Month’s Clinic 
This month’s clinic was entitled “How a 
Steam Locomotive Operates” and given by 
R. B. Trombley and Bill Gawthrop. 

 

The clinic covered the basics of energy 
conversion, propulsion, mechanical linkages, 
appliances, and safety devices. 

   

Upcoming Events March Clinic 
1. Mar. 5-6 & Mar. 19-20: Detroit Model 

Railroad Club Open House. Holly, MI  
http://www.dmrrc.org

 

2. Mar. 6: Gratiot Valley Train Show, Warren, 
MI  http://www.gvrr.org/3-11f.pdf

 

3. Mar. 20: TRAINORAMA by the Redford 
Model RR Club at Costick Center, 
Farmington Hills.    

Doug Kass will present Operation Lifesaver  

Division 8 Board of Directors 
(Effective March 1, 2011) 

March Show and Tell 

Superintendent: John Jackson 
jdsmjackson@sbcglobal.net

 

Secretary:          Bill Gawthrop 
wegawthrop@aol.com

 

Treasurer:          Gene Kome 
                          marigenekome@comcast.net

  

Director:            Saul Kalbfeld 
fjgbus@comcast.net

 

Director             Jerry Shanek 
                          Jerry_shanek@yahoo.com

 

Anything Signaling or Cabooses  

Of course, you may bring in your prized current project 
as well.  

     

http://www.dmrrc.org
http://www.gvrr.org/3-11f.pdf

