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	 	 From	the	Super	–	March	2018	

Convention planning is heating up! To establish some “brand identity”, the 
Convention Committee has decided to recycle the convention name and logo, so 
our convention will be called “North Central Crossing 2019”. 

Facilities chair Dave Thornton, with some assistance from Dean Pyers, John 
Gavasso and myself, explored community centers as possible venues for the 
convention, and submitted bid requests. Dave presented the results to the 
Convention Committee at its last meeting, and the group unanimously decided to 
return to the Troy Community Center, the same facility where we held the 2013 
convention. The date will be November 7 – 10, 2019.   

Some of you may wonder why we are using a community center, when many of 
us prefer to attend conventions at hotels, such as at Grand Rapids, Fort Wayne, 
and others.  The answer is simple: so many of the model railroaders in the region 
live in southeast Michigan and sleep at home during local conventions that we 
cannot guarantee enough sleeping rooms for any hotel in the area to give us the 
time of day, much less rooms for clinics and display layouts.  Those same 
southeast Michigan modelers drive to “away” conventions, thus allowing those 
other divisions to book more rooms and make using hotels viable.   

Nonetheless, we had a very successful convention in 2013 and I anticipate the 
same for 2019! 
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The schedule will be a little bit different.  We will have portable and modular layouts set 
up at the Community Center Thursday through Saturday afternoon or evening.  
Registration will begin on Thursday with operating sessions and maybe layout tours 
Thursday evening. Clinics will run from 8:00 am to probably 2:00 pm Thursday and 
Friday and 8:00 am to noon or 1:00 on Saturday.   There will be a luncheon Saturday 
after clinics end.  I’m not announcing the speaker yet, but we have tentative agreement 
from one who I know will be of great interest to all of you! 

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday afternoons and Friday and Saturday evenings will be 
filled with tours and operating sessions. Dean Pyers will be arranging prototype tours, 
Doug Kass will be arranging layout tours, and Marv Linke will be setting up operating 
sessions.  So, layout owners, it’s time to start thinking about having your layout open for 
visitors or operating sessions.  Now you know the dates and who to contact (or who will 
be contacting you!)  

Want to give a clinic?  We’ll need quite a few to fill the schedule and make it worthwhile 
for modelers to attend!  Contact Larry Wolohon to explore clinic ideas with the 
chairman.  

Want to get more involved? There are still several openings on the Convention 
Committee.  We need a Volunteer Coordinator, a Company Store or Exchange 
chairperson, a Sponsorship and Door Prize chairperson.  We will also want someone to 
act as A/V coordinator to assure that no clinician wastes any time getting his or her 
presentation up on screen and able to be heard.  

Believe it or not, it’s fun and satisfying to put on a convention.  Whether it’s hosting a 
tour or op session, giving a clinic, volunteering, or taking on a responsibility on the 
committee, it’s a blast to be involved, so please do! 

Phil 



Month ly  Newslet ter  o f  the Clinton River  Div is ion of  the Nor th  Centra l  Region of  the NMRA

MARCH SHOW & TELL 
Theme: Bench Work or a Current Project

Kent Aughe brought photos of the helix 
he is building in N scale. He is using 
threaded rod to separate the levels. 

Phil Doolittle kit-bashed 2 BarMills 
“shipyard brewery” kits into the “Harding 
Pip Company” that makes - maybe - bag 
pipes or organ pipes or whistles?

John Gavasso rescued a PFM brass 
Santa Fe 2-8-0, “ Gavasso Steam 
Locomotive of the Month”

John Jackson used metal studs for his 
benchwork - quick and solid construction

David Katowa is building a “Habitat for 
Humanity” house for his Stoney Creek 
module - he copied the sheeting from the 
Home Depot website and printed on 
paper
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Ron King rebuilt depressed center flat 
cars with super detailed floors and loads

Richard Kubeck brought three items, a 6 
servo controller,, a new Walthers servo 
control system, and a Kreg Pocket Hole 
Jig that makes extremely strong 
benchwork joints

Dan Lewis displayed his N scale 
Harlowtown, Montana Flour Mill he is 
scratch building from photos of the 1909 
prototype, using Monster Models laser-
etched paper/board

Bill Moore brought photos of his 
benchwork and cadrail design, explained 
the process

Bob Scherer built his layout using L-
girder construction - 2X4 with 1X3 lumber

Ken Scherer’s current project continues 
with car floats and painting locomotives
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Dave Thornton’s current project is 
producing windows and sashes printed 
on self-sticking transparent film using 
Excel software. The film is from Michaels 
in various colors. 

Steve Weber exhibited benchwork legs, 
48” with adjustable bolt in a Tee-nut 

Larry Wolohon displayed a plan of his 
layout and photos of his benchwork 

Jim Zinser described his method of 
benchwork construction. Open grid 4’x 2’ 
sections made of 1”x 4” with 1” x 2” on 
edge to form a trough on the front. All 
wiring runs through the trough - no going 
under the layout for wiring. Covered with 
hardboard fascia. 

The 2018 North Central Region Convention will be October 11-14, 2018 in Lansing. 
Check our website to access the HOTBOX (NCR newsletter with registration 
information). If you have not attended a Regional convention, you are missing great 
layouts, clinics, tours, and camaraderie. And gain a better working knowledge for 
hosting our own convention in 2019. 

March Meeting Welcome 
In attendance were MMRs Ron King, Dan Lewis,Larry Wolohon and Jim Zinser. 

MARCH CLINIC 
Larry Wolohon explained his method of 
L-girder construction. Many interesting 
tips came from the group. Jim Zinser 
suggested cutting a drop cloth to fill-in 
empty spots in benchwork until scenery is 
finished - prevents derailed equipment  

from crashing to the floor! Bob Scherer 
explained how to splice L-girders for a 
long run. John Jackson presented a 
short power-point of the construction of 
his layout using metal girders. Great 
discussion everyone. 

SAD NEWS: Long-time member Charles F. Woodbury died recently. He was 89. A 
memorial contribution was made to NMRA’s Diamond Club in Charley’s name. Our 
sympathies to his family and friends. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

★ April 7 & April 21 -Detroit Model RR Club Operating Sessions - Holly 
  8 am - noon -Contact Dave Thornton at the Club 
★ April 19 - Clinton River Division 8 Monthly Meeting Troy Christian Chapel 
★ May 6 - Port Huron Model Railroad Show 

CLINTON RIVER DIVISION 8 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Superintendent: Phil Doolittle -  doolittlep@comcast.net 
Treasurer:           Paul Runyan -  prrdi61@gmail.com 
Secretary:           Kent Aughe -    chappie81@wowway.com 
Directors:           John Gavasso 
                            John Jackson - jdsmjackson@wowway.com 

Car House Editor: Kent Aughe  Car House Proof-reader: Barbara Aughe 

THE APRIL MEETING 
THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 7:00 p.m. 

TROY CHRISTIAN CHAPEL, 
Second Floor Meeting Room (use parking lot door and stairway just inside the 

door. There is also an elevator in the lobby if you prefer) 
400 E. Long Lake Road, Troy 

SEE YOU THERE! 
(Same place, same time, third Thursday, every month) 

Hey, Caboose Modelers 
June 21, 2018 

Our caboose contest is scheduled for the June meeting. The idea is to build a small 
diorama depicting a caboose (or more) in a non-railroad use. The challenge issued by 
NCR director Rich Mahaney a the Grand Rapids convention is simple - 12” by 12” 
display of your modeling skills (or in your editor’s case, lack thereof) at the June 21 
meeting. Steve Akers, Dean Pyers, Larry Wolohon, Phil Doolittle and I have 
expressed interest. The plan is to display the completed modules at the Lansing 
convention in October. Rich will be our clinician at the June meeting. Let’s all “get 
modeling.”  
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APRIL CLINIC 
Bill Rubarth will bring his San Francisco 

Bay Ferryboat, the Solano, and speak 
about ferry operations. Don’t miss this 

great model and discussion. 

APRIL SHOW & TELL 
Ferry Boats, Southern Pacific 

operations, or a current project. 
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