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Editor’s Note
Oakland, MI: While there was no meeting of
Division 8 in July, I thought it might be a good
idea to share some experience from the NMRA
convention in Milwaukee and the companion
National Train Show.
Due to time commitments, I chose to participate
in the Free-Mo Setup at the Train Show. This
Car House will give you a few snipits of both
events.
Additionally, our departed (from Michigan)
Division 8 member Al Crowley reports in from
Ocala, Florida.
North American Free-Mo at NTS2010
Milwaukee, WI: North American Free-Mo at the
National Train Show in Milwaukee. The stats:
53 modules (108 individual units)
350’ of mainline
>500’ total trackage
10 states were represented with modules
In addition, Free-Mo operators Canada
and various states operated trains on the
layout.

Exposed
Milwaukee, WI:
The secret was
revealed at the
convention. The
NMRA has a
new logo, and a
renamed
magazine!

NMRA Convention
Milwaukee, WI
29 Division 8 members attended the
Convention. Quite a good turnout from a
division.
For those who attended the convention and train
show, I’m sure you had a great experience. For
those who were unable to attend, here’s a video
that captures the mood, the place, and the
experience.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WyhKL2qLGg
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A few photos of the North American Free-Mo
Layout:

Ricky Keil and Rob Petty (So. Kansas) and Bill
Gawthrop (SE
Mich.) won in
the NMRA
Module Contest.

North American Free-Mo at NTS2010
Milwaukee, WI: North American Free-Mo at
the National Train Show in Milwaukee Peter
Keppel edited the video and provided the
moving layout map at the bottom of the screen.

Part 1: Cab ride from 29th Street to Livingston
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cL_oJww4H
R0

Part 2: Cab ride from Livingston to Summit
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHdfaBwkk
uY
In this second video the train catches and passes
a GTW drag freight with Bill Gawthrop at the
throttle.
Model Railroad Hobbyist Magazine
Have You Been Railfanning in the Good
Milwaukee, WI: Model Railroad Hobbyist
Weather?
interviewed the run chiefs for North American
While it’s been very hot at times, the conditions
Free-Mo layout at the National Train Show.
have been outstanding for watching and
http://www.youtube.com/user/MRhobbyist#p/u/0 photographing trains this summer.
/8UhUCJD6iDA

Coal drag on the bridge approach over the Little
Kanawha River, Parkersburg, W. Va.
Photo by Bill Gawthrop
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Al Crowley Reports from Florida
Ocala , Florida: For those of you who were
wondering how our former Division 8 member,
Al Crowley was doing, here you go. In his own
words…….
Tale of a move and a new beginning
As many of the Division 8 members are aware in
September of 2009 the Port Huron Northern
filled for abandonment of the Michigan trackage
from Port Huron to Saginaw. This is the current
status of the railroad.

The remaining field trials have been mainly to
improve dependability and control. It appears
that the locomotive will actually come in
slightly under the not to exceed cost.
I have attached the following files:
The beginning showing the mock up and frame
Chassis first run
Rear view of the engine and a train in the yard
during the 2nd field trial.
Close to completion just a few more details.

After the owner completed the move to Central
Florida an agreement was reached with the
management of the Big Boots and Western just
East of Ocala granting trackage rights to the
PHN over the Tampa Division. The Tampa
Division currently operates approximately 2.5
miles of 7.5 inch gauge track with 3 yards. In
order for the PHN to move cars over the
division, motive power was required that could
move 6 cars and a 2 man crew over the road.
With the permission of the Chief Financial
Officer (wife) design and construction of a 3 axle
switch engine was begun in March with a cost
not to exceed $800.00. The engine is
environmentally friendly battery powered by 2
deep cycle 12 volt batteries connected to provide
24 volts DC to power 2 24 volt 250 Watt scooter
motors. On July 1 the locomotive finished the 3rd
of 4 field trials. The results of the trials show that
the locomotive can pull 6 cars and 3 crew
members over the road with the latest fine
tuning.
The only issue of the smoke escaping from the
black box happened during the first field trial
when the gear ratio was to low to provide the
required draw bar pull for extended periods of
time. By the way when the smoke escapes from
the little black things in the box it is much more
spectacular than in HO or even G gauge. The
engine can make as much smoke as a full size
diesel.
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Model of the Quarter Judging
Troy, MI: Don’t forget to bring you models of
the transfer warehouse to the August meeting for
judging.

August Clinic = Flea Marketing Month
Test your marketing and selling skills against the best of the buyers of Division *
and guests.
Division 8 Board of Directors
Superintendent: Jerry Shanek
Jerry_shanek@yahoo.com
Secretary:
Bill Gawthrop
wegawthrop@aol.com
Treasurer:
John Jackson
jdsmjackson@sbcglobal.net
Director:
Saul Kalbfeld
fjgbus@comcast.net
Director:
Curt Danielewicz
CDanielewicz@ameritech.net

Next Meeting’s Show and Tell
The topic for next ( August 19th ) meeting’s Show
and Tell and Clinic is a flea market. Bring
something(s) that you would like to offer others.
Bring what you like, but limit it to less than a car
load!
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