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T h e  News 
Layout Tours  

 

August 9, Bloomfield Hills and West Bloomfield, MI: The August Layout Tour was a huge success.  
Hosts Ed Black, Saul Kalbfeld, and Peter Jacobson showed off very detailed, smoothly operating 
layouts in 3 different geographies, and three time periods   

Ed Black’s Central Indiana Railroad is set in the late summer of 1918 in central Indiana where 
coal smoke abounds and the sounds of quarry operations mix with those of the barnyard and many 
steam locomotives.  The word “model” in model railroad means creative, and Ed has demonstrated 

creativity throughout all of the scenes of this period pike.      

http://div8.ncr-nmra.org
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Saul Kalbfeld chose a fictional division of the New York Central as the theme of his layout.  Set 
New York’s Mohawk valley, circa 1962 era features early diesel in a highly industrialized setting.           

Peter Jacobson’s layout is an HO scale version of the Southern Railroad in the late 1940’s.  
Located somewhere in Tennessee, this highly detailed pike features steam and early diesels amongst 
rural countryside.  The railroad also runs through a highly detailed (and lighted) town.       

Division 8 Survey 
Troy, MI: The Board of Directors is asking Division 
8 members to tell us a little more about your 
layouts.  Please take a few moments to fill out the 
survey at the end of this month’s newsletter and 
email it to John Jackson (keeper of the Division 
Roster) jdsmjackson@sbcglobal.net.  Members can 
also hand the survey to John at the next meeting. 

. 
Quarterly Modeling Contest 
Troy, MI:  The Division 8 Board of Directors 
endorsed the “Quarterly Modeling Contest.”  
In an effort to further modeling, there will be 
a “contest” for “best” model based on a 
sketch / plan provided by the BOD.  The 
model will be simple to build and will be 
judged by BOD members. 
This quarter’s feature is the section house 
based on plans by Al Crowley.  Judging will 
be at the September 17th Division 8 meeting. 

Scribed Needed 
Troy, MI: The Board of Directors is looking for a 
volunteer scribe (reporter) to convey Division 8 
news to the NCR Hot Box.  The successful 
candidate will proudly serve the needs of the 
Region and Division.  Candidates may apply to any 
Board member 
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SHOW & TELL 
Meeting participants presented a wide array of items during show and tell.   The topic was anything 
intermodal.  Of course, current projects were also fair game. 

 
Dan 
Lewis 
offered 
these N 
scale 

vans on a flat car.  Typical of 1950’s Milwaukee 
Road TOFC service.   

Terry Bossick brought in 
this 53 foot trailer-train 
decorated for Y2K 
millennium. 

  

Marv Linke presented a double crossing in N 
scale.  The prototype for the crossing is GTW 
double track over the Pere Marquette single track 
at Trowbridge (E. Lansing, MI).  The successor 
CN (dble trk) now crosses the CSX.  

 

Stu Sonta brought in a Z scale Mijack crane in brass that 
he scratch built . He also brought a 3-unit well car as 
well as a single well car.  All of these units were painted. 
Stu also brought in a 5-unit well car in brass, as yet not 
painted.  WOW! 

   

Rad Jones brought in an N scale Mijack loader 
built from a kit.  He also brought an N scale side 
loader for trailers or containers.  This equipment 
is for “Blake Yard” on his layout. 

Jim Dennis offered a short history of intermodal dating 
back to 1780 in Great Britain.  Jim also brought in a 

New York Central flexi-van in HO scale. 

  

John Kline brought in a Soo Line box car in HO 
scale that he had obtained as a “collectable.” 

 

John Jackson brought a HO scale CN well car with a 53’ 
and 45’ container. John also brought a TTX TOFC car 
with 2 trailers, and a Jordan yard tractor. 
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Paul Runyan offered 2 HO scale Athearn 69’ 
well cars, one with 2 stacked containers (40’ and 
a 48’) and one with a 48’ trailer.  Paul also 
offered a 20’ container, Walthers Kalmer 
container crane with 20’ container and a 40’ 
container on a trailer with Mack tractor. 

    

Saul Kalbfeld brought in a magazine which contained a 
brief article about the restoration of the Poughkeepsie 
Bridge as a walkway. 

Peter 
Jacobson 
brought a 
1941 
Southern 
bay window 
caboose in 
brass by 
Overland in 

HO scale.  He also brought a 1948 Southern bay 
window caboose built from a Wright Trax resin 
kit. 

 


