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From the Super – August 2018
From the Super – September 2018
Most of you who have known me for some ;me are aware that I love model railroad
conven;ons. I enjoy mee;ng and talking to really good modelers and trying to learn
something from them. I value the diversity of topics and viewpoints presented in the
clinics. I am a kid in a candy store at the shows, exhibi;on halls, and sales rooms – hold
on to my wallet and try to keep my “to build” kit pile no more than twice what I’ll ever
be able to complete! I am envious of contest entries. I revel in the opportunity to
operate an unfamiliar, challenging railroad with beau;ful scenery. I come home with
dozens of photographs. But most of all I love drive-yourself layout tours!
For some driving is a tool, a means to get from here to there – no more. For me it is a
pleasure, and none more than driving around a town and its suburbs, my wife and the
GPS doing the naviga;ng, and occasionally with good friends in the back seat – exploring
parts of the world we’ve not seen before. Some;mes the driving is mundane, square
city blocks with traﬃc, long straight streets with lots of stoplights. Some;me the driving
itself is delighQul, like the ;me near St. Louis were the GPS led me down into and up out
of a river valley with narrow, steep switchback roads, high banks, and lots of green. Or
the twisty roads and streets near Cincinna; leading to spectacular neighborhoods of
high-end designer homes. Or the rolling horse farms near Lexington, KY. And the icing
on the cake is we get to tour basements! (And occasionally garages, spare bedrooms or
aYcs.) Filled with trains!
(con;nued on page 2)
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From the Super – August 2018 (page 2)
We’ll get a chance to tour basements again in a few weeks at the North Central Region
Conven;on in Lansing October 11th through 14th. Are you going? You really should!
As most of you know, our own Clinton River Division area has plenty of layouts that can either
measure up to the best of these “away” ones, are on their way, or are just really nice,
interes;ng, and worth visi;ng even if they don’t aspire to be “world class”. We’d like to feature
them in our own conven;on, “North Central Crossing 2019” next year. Doug Kass is our Layout
Tour coordinator. Please help him create a great experience for our conven;on guests by
volunteering to have your layout open during the conven;on November 7 – 10, 2019. If he
doesn’t call you ﬁrst, you can email him at dwkass@comcast.net. You’ve got over a year to whip
your layout into shape if it needs work. Heck, I’m going to try to get enough of mine built and
ready to show….and I haven’t even started yet! Well, I do have my modules that will be part of
it, and I FINALLY have a good start on cleaning out the room. Wish me luck.
Phil

WELCOME TO THE SEPTEMBER MEETING
Our Master Model Railroaders:
Larry Wolohon, MMR, and guest/new member (to us) Bruce DeYoung, MMR, who
recently moved to Michigan from New Jersey. Welcome Bruce.
THE CLINTON RIVER DIVISION 8 LAYOUT
Phil Doolittle wrote about “A Port to More Fun” in June’s Car House. The short
version is that the Division would built a portable switching layout for train shows,
conventions and our own meetings to give newcomers the opportunity to run trains.
For Division meetings, show and tell locomotives could have demonstration runs.
Mark Linke is donating a switching layout to the Division. Two modules, each
approximately 1’ by 5-6.’ We need a volunteer to store and transport the modules and
another one or two volunteers to check out the wiring and update scenery. The Division
will finance the project. If you have a strong interest and a willing spirit, please speak
with Phil or another of the officers. Thank you for assisting in this fun project that will
generate community interest. And thanks to Mark for the donation!
LARGER GRATIOT VALLEY TRAIN SHOW - November 3 & 4
The Macomb Gratiot Valley Model Engineers, Inc annual Train Show and Sale has
moved to Mount Clemens High School, 155 Case Ave., Mount Clemens and expanded
to two days, November 3 and 4. Entrance is from Southbound Gratiot, one half block
South of Cass Ave. Another opportunity to spend $$$!
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOP and tell them you are an NMRA member!
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SEPTEMBER SHOW & TELL
Theme: Current Project or Depots
John Jackson displayed a small
Plasticville Depot he kit-bashed 35 years
ago. He is also building new pulls for
remote turnouts with switch stands.

Phil Kenyon displayed his N scale
Golden Valley Depot

Fred Cosgrove acquired an HO model of
the Detroit Union Station that once was
owned by the South Oakland Club

Saul Kalbfeld brought photos of the
historic “summer only” FJ&G Depot from
Sacandaga Park, NY, Saul’s home town.

Richard Kubeck showed his animated
station platform, some fiber optics, bur
removal bits and acetate strips he is
giving to anyone for windows, etc

Bruce DeYoung scratch built an office
and loading dock as part of a “boxcar
shell” challenge in his previous division,
(Garden State, NER)
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Marv Linke displayed a Brass O scale
rebuild of a 3rd rail Sunset Model NYC
K-5 Pacific

Bill Moore’s current project is benchwork
addition for a 10-track staging yard (no
photo available).
Larry Wolohon brought a 1979 National
Convention (Calgary) tank car, a Calgary
convention book and a convention book
from this year’s Kansas City gathering

Tim Fisher brought C-clamps he is using
to set -sub-roadbed and recycled risers
from 40 years ago and 4 railroads

Phil Doolittle brought the book “The
Last Stop,” Ontario’s Heritage Railroad
stations by Ron Brown

Steve Weber has scratchbuilt his first
model, a cold storage warehouse.

Ken Scherer reports the “A” Train Show,
January 20, 2019, at Avondale High
School will be held as scheduled. Get
ready to spend money, friends!
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TIME IS RUNNING OUT! REGISTER FOR THE LANSING CONVENTION NOW!
The 2018 North Central Region Convention is coming soon! October 11-14, 2018 in
Lansing. Check our website to access the HOTBOX (NCR newsletter with registration
information). REGISTER NOW! If you have not attended a Regional convention, you
are missing great layouts, clinics, tours, and camaraderie. And gain a better working
knowledge for hosting our own convention in 2019. The Lansing folks tell us you must
make hotel reservations through the local hotel to get the convention rate. The
phone number for the Ramada is 517-627-3211.

SEPTEMBER CLINIC
Tim Fisher presented photos of layout
tours from the NMRA convention in
Kansas City - many outstanding home
layouts.

Clinton River Division members enjoyed
touring home layouts - Dave Thornton,
Rad Jones and Bill Moore.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER CLINIC

OCTOBER SHOW & TELL

CONTINUED REPORT OF 2018 NMRA
NATIONAL CONVENTION IN KANSAS
CITY -by Division 8 members who
attended & perhaps surprises

Kansas City Railroads - Locomotives,
rolling stock, buildings or current
projects

★ October 7 - Final Open House at Ed Black’s home - 1- 5 pm - he is dismantling
the layout and moving out-of-state - 5075 Midmoor, Bloomfield Hills, 48302
★ October 11- October 14 - Lansing Lashup NCR Convention (see article)
★ October 18 - Clinton River Division 8 Monthly Meeting, 7:00 pm - Troy Christian
Chapel
★ October 20 - Black Swamp Division 1 Layout Tour, Toledo area (see article)

CLINTON RIVER DIVISION 8 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Superintendent: Phil Doolittle - doolittlep@comcast.net
Treasurer:
Paul Runyan - prrdi61@gmail.com
Secretary:
Kent Aughe - chappie81@wowway.com
Directors:
John Gavasso
John Jackson - jdsmjackson@wowway.com
Car House Editor: Kent Aughe

Car House Proof-reader: Barbara Aughe

THE OCTOBER MEETING
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 7:00 p.m.
TROY CHRISTIAN CHAPEL,
Second Floor Meeting Room (use parking lot door and stairway just inside the
door. There is also an elevator in the lobby if you prefer)
400 E. Long Lake Road, Troy
SEE YOU THERE!
(Same place, same time, third Thursday, every month)
DIVISION 1 LAYOUT TOUR - October 20 - South Toledo Area
On Saturday, October 20, the Black Swamp Division will host another
layout tour. Three layouts in the southern part of the area will be open to
members and guests from 11 AM until 3 PM.
Norm Cattell, 4264 Miramar, Dr, Toledo, OH 43614, 419-377-3882
(door on left side of garage)
John Roth, 314 E Broadway, Maumee, OH 43537, 419-887-1944
Dave McMullian, 279 S. River Rd., Waterville, OH 43566, 419-508-2206
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THE 2019 NORTH CENTRAL CROSSING CONVENTION IS COMING
The Clinton River Division 8 will be making our opening presentation at the
Lansing Lashup Convention October 11-14. Plans are progressing - we will have
registration material ready soon. Many clinics, great layouts to tour (maybe yours, see
Phil’s column), a Saturday afternoon luncheon with special speaker Brook Qualman, a
pre-convention tour to Port Huron on Thursday (railroads and history), tours of the
Detroit News printing plant and the Historic Piquette Avenue automotive plant - just
some of the activities being planned.
Larry Wolohon is organizing clinics for the 2019 convention. If you have a clinic
ready to go, or want to develop one, please speak with him. Any model railroad or
prototype railroad topic is appropriate. And if you want to try out an idea, Larry can help
you present a clinic for one of our regular monthly Division meetings.
The Clinton River Division 8 is the sponsor and host. Join the crew working hard
to make this a great convention. Now is the time to step up. We still need a Company
Store Coordinator and some folks to solicit sponsorships and door prizes/raffle
prizes, and lots of assistance as we approach November 2019. Speak with Bob
Scherer, Volunteer Coordinator, or one of the officers and we will steer you to the right
and light task you will enjoy.

Remember the dates - November 7 - 10, 2019
Troy Community Center
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