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FROM THE SUPER – SEPTEMBER 2020 

I like “cra+sman kits” and occasionally put 
one or two on my Christmas present wish 
list in hopes that one or another Santa 
Claus in my family will come through and 
add to my overgrown stock of future 
projects. So it was when I ran across the 
“Liam Thomas Furniture” kit. It seemed to 
be an aCracDve and interesDng building 
with some unique features. Well, luck was 
with me and it did show up under the 
Christmas tree last December. 

A week ago I decided to build the Liam 
Thomas kit. I pulled the pieces out of the 
box and immediately said to myself, “Wow, 
this seems a lot smaller than I expected!” I wondered if my Santa Claus had goCen an N scale kit 
instead of HO. I looked at the box to double check that it said “HO”. Yep, it did. But gosh it looks 
small for a three-story building. I sat the laser-cut front wall on the loading dock of another 
three-story building I built this spring and the difference was remarkable, as you can see in the 
photo. 
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I reached for my scale rule to check the size of a pedestrian door. Yes, it’s HO. But my scale rule 
told me something else. I measured from the boCom window opening on the second floor to 
the same feature on the third floor and it measured a hair over 7 feet! Nobody builds a real 
building with only 7 feet between floors! Even in you could keep the intervening floor structure 
to 8 inches thick (unlikely!) the ceiling height in the lower floor would have to be less than 6’ 4”! 

Why would a model designer create a kit like that? 

We’ve all heard of “selecDve compression”, a common modeler’s tool to help make a large 
building fit available model real estate. But usually that involves length or width dimensions, 
and such things as changing 12 windows on a side to 4 or 6. Maybe that’s what the model 
designer had in mind, making a large building fit a small space, and wanDng to keep proporDons 
correct. But it doesn’t work here. 

I’m going to build the building, but that leaves a very large quesDon. What do I do with it once it 
is built? Clearly I cannot posiDon it as the next door neighbor to McCready’s Ltd. That would 
destroy any illusion of reality. I’ll probably have to posiDon it in a far corner, with only much 
smaller buildings around it, and try to come up with some plausible scenario to jusDfy it being 
there! 

What would you do? 

Phil 

Call for Candidates! 
Hey everyone! Next February we will be holding elecDons for Clinton River Division officers 
again, and we need YOU! Our officers have all held their current posiDons for considerable 
longer than the standard two-year terms. Treasurer Paul Runyan and Superintendent Phil 
DooliCle will have served for 6 years. When you count his Dme as Treasurer, Superintendent, 
and Past-Superintendent, John Jackson must have served at least a dozen years! In addiDon 
there is the posiDon of board-member-at-large, currently held by John Gavasso. It’s Dme for, as 
they say, some “new blood”. These jobs are not hard, and can be a lot of fun. Think about it. If 
you are interested, contact one of the exisDng officers.  Thanks. (Ed. Note: Your Car House editor 
has four years at the helm and is also ready to re8re. Anybody with modest computer skills and 
a camera can do this job. Kent) 

Business and Announcements: 

The October 2020 NCR Region ConvenDon in Toledo has been postponed to 2021. More 
informaDon will be published as soon as we receive it. 

The 2020 TrainFest Show in November in Milwaukee has been cancelled. 

The 2020 Lansing Model Railroad Show in November has been cancelled. 
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Please keep your NMRA membership up-to-date. NMRA insurances regulaDons require 
anyone parDcipaDng in Division, Region and NaDonal acDviDes be current members of the 
NMRA. Of course, the monthly NMRA Magazine provides modeling informaDon, informaDve 
arDcles, including a bi-monthly column by our own Jim Zinser, MMR, “Division Business Car.” 
AddiDonally, “members only” areas of the NMRA website contain many clinics and other 
benefits, including discounts from many vendors. Check your membership card that you are 
current in your membership. 

Everyone - if you displayed a model or prototype item or otherwise parDcipated in our ZOOM 
meeDng, please send me photos at chappie81@wowway.com to include your contribuDon in 
the monthly issue of the Car House. Thanks. 

MASTER MODEL RAILROADERS in aCendance at the September ZOOM meeDng: Ken Chick, 
Ron King, Dan Lewis, Greg Rich, Larry Wolohon, Jim Zinser. Welcome MMRs.                           
GUESTS: Marie and Rick Ware, former Division 8 members and current Division 10 members. 

MEETING AGENDAS - A+er discussion, the group consented to conDnuing Zoom meeDngs 
with the following format: 

Show & Tell with one item per person and a two minute limit for its descripDon 
Short Business meeDng and announcements 
Clinic - preferably live by Clinton River Division member or guest. EduTrain or video if 
necessary. See future meeDng announcements at end of this ediDon of the Car House 
from clinic topics for October, November and December. 

Finances - Paul Bunyan reports the Division has $6,317.07 on hand. Marv Linke asks about 
using some of the funds on hand. Phil DooliCle explains we had plans to fund and build a 
small demo layout, and establish a “tool lending library.” Those plans are on hold because of 
Covid-19 restricDons. Marv suggests a locking cabinet the Division could keep at the church 
and buying a dedicated laptop for clinics. Phil will discuss placement when the church begins 
hosDng the Division again. 

Clinic - Phil narrated an EduTrain Clinic from NMRA “Care and Maintenance of a Steam 
LocomoDve Fleet,” by Bill Neale, MMR, from Division 6. NMRA web-site has numerous clinics 
and how-to videos for your viewing pleasure. Log on to view - they are some of the benefits of 
NMRA membership. 

The following members aCended the Zoom meeDng without Show & Tell items and 
contributed their “virtual” quarters: John Jackson, Kent Aughe, Curt Danielwicz, Dave Okonski 
and Dean Pyers. 
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SEPTEMBER SHOW & TELL 
Theme: Steam Locomotives Or Current Project

Fred Cosgrove purchased an old 4-4-0 
in O scale for $50.. He is not sure of 
manufacturer. It is a “tender” drive, and 
hopes to get it running. 

Jerry Shanek has been busy with retail 
therapy, purchasing a G scale 3985 (1/32 
scale) and a USA Trains 844 that  has 
steam exhaust and whistle (1/29 scale). 
Both locomotives with tenders are over 4 
feet long. The 3985 is $5,000 and the 844 
is $3,500. (And the editor thinks N scale 
is getting pricey!) 

Dan Lewis, MMR, discussed the history 
of Milwaukee “L” class Mikados and 
showed the L-2a 626, N scale Broadway 
Limited model. 

Ron King, MMR, re-decaled and detailed 
a Bowser Pennsy Decapod 

Dave Katona - It’s a brass (PFM – 
United) Santa Fe 2-8-0 lettered for his 
freelanced railroad on his old layout.The 
engine was a gift from a former customer 
(Jim Turner) that he sold it to in 1978 
when he first started working at Joe’s 
Hobby Center in Farmington. Jim said it 
was Dave's fault for getting him into the 
hobby by selling him the engine. He later 
went on (along with Bill Rubarth) to build 
the fantastic model of the Solano car ferry 
that’s been displayed at various shows 
and conventions. 

Marv Linke continues to make progress 
on the 2-6-0 he is rebuilding. He 
fabricated new side rod screws to hold 
the rods in place. Sorry no photo. 
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George Van Duyne This is a Bachmann 
USRA 2-6-6-2. This was a more 
challenging repaint as I did not want to 
dismantle the locomotive - too many 
fiddly parts. It was originally decorated for 
the Nickel Plate, with whitewall tires and 
running boards, and factory weathered. 
The tender was dismantled, paint 
stripped and repainted. On the 
locomotive I stripped off just the cab 
number, hand-painted the drivers and 
running board edges with flat black, then 
airbrushed a thin flat black overspray to 
blend it in, then weathered the engine 
and tender with airbrush and weathering 
powder. This is the last of the planned 
engine repaints for the Rochester and 
Richmond. With the R&R being 
purchased by the B&O and C&O as a 
jointly owned subsidiary, all future 
locomotives will be factory painted! 

Irv Chmielewski displayed a 1988 book, 
“American Steam Locomotives Alive and 
Working Today” - a great source for 
building, painting and weathering steam 
locomotives.Sorry no photo 

Paul Runyan showed his Pennsy H-10 
Consolidation in its pre-1916 livery. The 
model has sound and smoke. Sorry, no 
photo. 

Rick and Marie Ware are building a 
portable HOn30 layout, with a large 
quarry. Stone is shipped on narrow gauge 
to standard gauge care or loaded onto a 
ship at the harbor. Sorry, no photos. 

Dan Shilt showed his pair of 0-4-0s, 7 
tonners, Bachmann On30 models, 
modified with link & pin couplers, DCC 
sound, from his favorite prototype 
railroad, Ontario’s H&LofB RR. 

Bob Scherer - Two recent projects. 
Green Bay & Western bay window 
caboose bashed from MDC "old timer" kit 
and D&M troop sleeper conversion 
(lettered DBCW 60) 

Larry Wolohon, MMR, won this O scale 
US Hobbies caboose in a lottery from the 
Estate of Bob Dupont. Marv Linke 
installed a sound decoder in the 2-6-0. 
Larry installed engineer & fireman figures 
& working front coupler. 
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Jim Zinser, MMR, displayed a Soo Line 
Class L2 Mikado circa 1940’s, the model 
from Division Point Models, made by Boo 
Rim in Korea. The engine is backing off 
the turntable to take on water in the 
Hancock, MI yard on Jim’s Copper Valley 
Railway circa 1954. The Copper Valley 
interchanges with the Soo line there. 

Ken Chick, MMR, bought a Kato Mikado 
a long time ago. He has a conversion kit 
by GHQ to make a Northern Pacific W-3. 
The kit has 110 parts - and there is 
another to build after this one! 

Phil Doolittle advocates for “new life for 
old engines” and is attempting to 
rejuvenate a brass Consolidation. 

Warren Yohe built an engine house for 
his garden railroad from concrete - 
described in the June Car House and 
here is the photo. 

Mark Mincek reports he has finished his 
backdrop - no photo 

Dan Mitzel bought LED light bars for his 
layout and has not found proper mounting 
brackets. He will try magnetic fasteners to 
the drop ceiling. 

Dave Thornton made 50’ flat cars from 
two 40’ cars by cutting and gluing them 
together - no photo 

John Racey is laying track on the 
mainline to the Detroit/Windsor tunnel, his 
backdrop was painted by Norm Logan 

Tim Fisher is forming styrofoam into 
hillsides and installing masonite for fascia 
with cubbies for paperwork, etc. 

Gregg Wujcik built a Fast Tracks turnout, 
powered it up, it ran, he retired to beer! 

Paul Bentley displayed a “Hogwarts 
Express” 4-6-0 and a Beyer-Garratt 2-6-0 
+ 0-6-2, which powered long coal drags 
in England. The unions resisted 
automatic stokers, and by hand, firemen 
could not keep steam. Thus, the end of 
Beyer-Garratts. 
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Greg Rich, MMR, presented a mini-clinic 
about Steam Engines Without Rails. In 
the the early 20th century, gasoline and 
diesel powered engines were slowly 
replacing the ubiquitous steam engine.In 
this timeframe, plenty of these well-
understood and highly developed steam 
boilers and engines were still around 
“paying their way.” They powered nearly 
anything that required more power than 
mere muscle could deliver.Following are 
some examples of steam powered 
mechanisms from the New Baltimore & 
Fair Haven Rwy.  

A steam-
powered 

road 
roller 

 

New 
steam 
donkeys 
on their 
way. 
 

A boiler 
delivering 
steam to 
an engine 
inside the 
mill 

Steam 
engine 
used to 
lift draw-
bridge 
over the 
track 

An 
obsolete 
donkey 
residing 
with the 
chickens 

A 
clamshell 
bucket 
unloading 
coal 
 

A steam 
powered 
wreck 
crane  
 

A more 
gentile use 
of steam 
power 
 

The 
coastal 
coal scow 
Jenny Ann 
with a full 
load 
 

The coal-
fired 
steam 
barge, 
Huron 
Brave 
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OCTOBER MEETING - on ZOOM 
Thursday October 15, 7:00 pm 

Show and Tell Topic: “Something Soldered” or Current 
Projects 

Clinic: SOLDERING, with Ken Chick, MMR 

We will send the ZOOM code a few days before the meeting. 
Please look in your SPAM folder if you don’t receive it timely. 

Don’t ask, I have no idea why some providers think I am SPAM! 

NOVEMBER Clinic: “Styrofoam Rocks” with Greg Rich, MMR 
DECEMBER Clinic: “Cass Scenic Railroad” with Mark Mincek 

CLINTON RIVER DIVISION 8 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Superintendent: Phil Doolittle -  doolittlep@comcast.net 
Treasurer:           Paul Runyan -  prrdi61@gmail.com 
Secretary:           Kent Aughe -    chappie81@wowway.com 
Directors:           John Gavasso 
                            John Jackson - jdsmjackson@wowway.com 

Car House Editor: Kent Aughe  Car House Proof-reader: Barbara Aughe 

FACE-TO-FACE PHYSICAL MEETINGS SUSPENDED UNTIL IT IS SAFE TO MEET 
AT THE TROY CHRISTIAN CHAPEL 

Thanks for your membership, support, and parScipaSng in the Zoom meeSngs. 
HAPPY MODELING and STAY HEALTHY AND SAFE! 
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MODEL RAILROAD  
SALE!! 

** HO, N, limited Lionel items!!    ** lots of rolling stock  
** track, turnouts, tools, videos, books, DCC & structure kits 
GOOD STUFF at GREAT PRICES!!  

Thursday - Friday - Saturday 
September 24-25-26, 2020 

10am-5pm each day 
Sale location –  

C&O Freight House 
904 Starkweather St 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

Sale presented by- 
members of the 
RAIL GANG 
round-robin 
group & friends 
 
Barry Hensel    734-649-3056 
barry76Lt@wowway.com 

Cash and credit cards accepted 
FACE MASKS required!! 
NO public restrooms available!! 
See sheet 2 for parking!!   

With train shows cancelling... Here is your opportunity to buy the items you need for 
projects you are working on! PLUS... You can watch CSX trains going by!!   A train sale 

in a train building – COOL!!   We’ll have 7-10 vendors –  up to 18 tables of items!  
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NOTE – There is limited parking on the streets around the freight house. 
The best place to park is in the lower lot at Stella’s Trackside.  (south of 
the railroad) We have permission to park there.
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Park in 
this lot 
only!

Type to enter text

Freight House Sale
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