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From the Super 
Troy, MI: My NMRA Magazine came yesterday.  
Yours probably did too.  This one is a bit special 
because since it includes an NMRA Ballot, ALL 
members receive it, not just those who elected to 
pay a bit more than the basic dues so they receive 
it every month.  If you are one of the ones who 
elected NOT to receive the magazine regularly, I 
invite you to take the time to take a close look at 
the magazine.  It’s pretty darn good.  The 
photographs of the Maumee Basin Line make me 
want to visit it, and since it is one of the layouts 
that will be available for tour at the National in 
Indianapolis next summer, you could.  You could 
also see some impressive 12” to the foot railroad 
hardware according to the convention preview 
article.  There are also interesting articles on 
building an HO “Big Boy”, installing a new 
sound decoder, and rewiring a layout. 
 
Our own Jim Zinser writes a column in the 
magazine, which this month has, a bunch of 
suggestions for model railroaders New Year’s 
Resolutions.  I suggest a bit of a modification 
though.  Jim suggests a lot of “firsts”, like 
“Attend your first operating session” and “Attend 
your first convention.”  Well, those are all good 
for newcomers, but for us seasoned model 
railroaders, they are STILL good resolution, just 
change “Your First” to “Another.” 
 

[continued from column 1] 
If you are one of the ones who have not subscribed 
to the NMRA Magazine, I urge you to sign up.  It’s 
only $22, less than $2 per issue.  I think you’ll 
enjoy it, and you will know more about what your 
organization is doing, and how it can be useful to 
you. 
 
Phil Doolittle 
Weathering Workshop being Planned! 
Troy, MI: Save the dates of May 21 and 22!  That’s 
when the Clinton River Division Weathering 
Workshop will be held!  Plans are underway for 
two-day event of which you can attend any portion 
for a single registration fee.  Bring your own cars 
to weather and make them get “older” under the 
guidance of two excellent practitioners of the 
weathering art!  The event will be held at the 
Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm.  
The registration fee, which will provide some 
weathering materials, pay for use of the room, and 
cover travel expenses for the leaders, is yet to be 
determined, as are the exact hours.   
 
This event will only be open to NMRA members, 
so if you have non-member friends who might like 
to come, get them signed up as members!  Also, 
there will only be a limited number of seats, so 
when the registration information becomes 
available, do not delay registering. 
 

http://div8.ncr-nmra.org/
http://www.nmra.org/
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Rad Jones Earns Achievement Award 
Troy, MI: Rad Jones made another advance 
toward his Master Model Railroader Certificate 
as he earned his Model Railroad – Civil 
achievement award.  Congratulations Rad! 

  

Guest 
Troy, MI:  George Phillips is a guest at tonight’s 
meeting.  He is a retired engineer from General 
Motors.  He is a modeler in HO scale and is 
starting building structures for his layout.  George 
was introduced to the Clinton River Division via 
the Stoney Creek Model Railroad Club. 
Railfanning 
Troy, MI:  When you are modeling the prototype, 
it’s always good if you have a photo of the 
prototype.  The best way to get you photos is to 
take a camera with you trackside and snap away.  
Here’s an example. 

 

Thanks 
Troy, MI: I would like to thank John Jackson for 
taking notes and taking pictures for me in my 
absence at the January meeting. 
Bill Gawthrop 

 

Show & Tell 
This Month’s Theme was Structures 

Warren Yohe displayed a scratchbuilt fire house in 
HO scale based on the one in Houghton, Michigan. 

 

Dan Lewis displayed an N scale Lewiston Hide & Fur 
Plant which he scratchbuilt. 

 

GTW GP38-2 #5856, Durand, MI, formerly Rock Island 
GP38-2.  Collection of Bill Gawthrop 
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Phil Doolittle offered the “Gravely Building” which 
he built from a Bar Mills kit.  Model is in HO scale. 
Phil may add some interior detail later. 

 

Ken Scherer brought in Christmas ornaments which 
he received for Christmas. 

 
Steve Weber offered two small utility sheds in HO 
scale. 

 
Steve Akers brought in an HO scale models of : 
1. A two-story outhouse (by Sylvan via Irv 

Schultz) 
2. Water tower (by Woodland Scenics) 
3. Irv’s Hardware & Hobby with complete 

interior. 

 
Irv’s is on the following page. 

Dave Thornton displayed his Christmas present, three 
volumes of New Haven in Color. 
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Larry Wolohon displayed his Christmas present, an 
O scale RDC-3 and a 1950 Trains article” Budd RDC.” 

 

Jim Zinser displayed ornaments that he received for 
Christmas. 

 

Paul Runyan brought in Hallmark ornaments which 
he received for Christmas. Paul has all 20 years of 
Hallmark train ornaments. 

 
Kent Aughe offered Cincinnati Street Cars, Vol. 7. 
Per Kent the Cincinnati Subway Company built over 
the old Miami & Erie Canal in the 1920’s. The project 
was abandoned 
after substantial 
construction due 
to the Great 
Depression.  You 
can still see some 
of the Subway 
tunnels.  

 

Greg Rich offered two HO scale buildings which he 
scratchbuilt: 
1. A house built using photos as a reference 
2. A tower built referencing questions 

 
Marv Linke brought in two 18 ton Plymouth 
switchers in On3 scale.  The switchers belong to Tom 
Dart and are lettered for the Durango & Silverton. 
One locomotive will serve the Morning Star Mine.  
The models were painted by Gwynne Bunch of 
Alabama. BTW: The doors work. 

 

John Gavasso offered an HO scale old time railroad 
station.  This model is from the estate of Paul Williams. 
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January Clinic 
 
The January clinic was given by Rick Ware.  His topic was “structures.” 
 
The article that follows was received via the Clinton River Division website. I believe this is a first. 
 
DIVISION 8 NMRA ALL-STEAMERS CLUB  
FINISHES OFF SUCCESSFUL 2015 SEASON 
 
The Michigan Small Scale Live Steamers had another great season in 2015 with steam-ups in southeastern Michigan. Many 
in the Gratiot Valley club know the MSSLS trains on site as we have been a staple at their shows for years. Running mini 
steamers from the South Pacific Coast all the way to the New England 2 footers, to say nothing of the British live steamers, 
makes for a lively show. 

 
A Back-woods logging loco running at Gratiot Valley 
 
The MSSLS “traveling show”, took its portable G scale track (3 sets of 45mm rails, lots of action), up to the field house at 
Central Michigan in support of the Mid-Michigan train show last year. In the spring is one of our favorites, Railroad Days 
at Durand, MI.  It’s always fun to run our butane and alcohol fueled engines but even more so when we’re surrounded by 
full scale operations on the wye in Durand. 

 
Narrow gauge moguls ply the rails at Railroad Days 

Richard Kubeck brought in a Peco switch servo kit 
to Peco power turnouts. 

 

 

Rick Ware brought in an HO scale yard office which 
he scratchbuilt except for windows and doors.  The 
building has styrene siding with strip wood bracing, and 
sanding film for roll roofing on the matt board roof.  
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Last June the MSSLS steamers ran at the Waterford Historical Society’s “Log Cabin Days”.  With a pleasant site right next 
to a flowing stream, we have quite a few viewers. Right around the corner are the society’s full size caboose, depot and 
watering tower – a “near perfect” venue! 

 
A British “Katie” hauling slate at Log Cabin Days 
 
During the month of August we run the 1:20.3 and the 1:32 scale live steamers in the shadow of the Rio Grande #464 
“mudhen” up at Huckleberry Railroad.  The sounds of the full size whistle toots in the background go perfectly with our 
Accucraft and Aster locomotives on the little track. 

Narrow Gauge D, S.P&P 2-8-0 at Huckleberry RR 
 
The Michigan Small Scale Live Steamers welcomes railroaders of every scale and we hope to see you at one of our runs.  
Check out more pictures and run reports on our website at MSSLS.info.  Our 2016 calendar of events is also there. Come 
out and watch the “burnt finger guys” and their small scale steamers in action.   RJW 
 

Upcoming Events February Clinic 
 Feb. 13 & 14: 46th Annual Train Show and 

Sale, http://a2trainshow.com/ 
 Feb. 13 & 14: Detroit Model Railroad Club 

Open House, www.dmrrc.org 
 Feb. 20 & 21:Hobby-Rama, Trains, Planes, 

Automobile, Boats, www.hobby-rama.com 

 
 
The February Clinc will be on by Jim Zinser.  He 
will give a “layout tour” featuring models and 
layouts that he visited in his recent trip to Australia. 

Division 8 Board of Directors Next Meeting’s Show and Tell 
Superintendent: Phil Doolittle 

 doolittlep@comcast.net 
Treasurer:           Paul Runyan 

prrdi61@gmail.com 
Secretary:           Bill Gawthrop 

wegawthrop@aol.com 
Director:             John Gavasso 

 John Jackson 
                           jdsmjackson@sbcglobal.net 

 
The topic for Show and Tell is: 

1. Anything foreign railroading 
Or  
2. Your current favorite project 

 

http://a2trainshow.com/
http://www.dmrrc.org/
mailto:doolittlep@comcast.net
mailto:prrdi61@gmail.com

