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From the Super 
Troy, MI: I’m in the middle of a railroad 
education!  I’ve been an avid reader of the 
MODEL railroad press for many decades.  For 
years I’ve known about methods of making 
plaster and foam look like the real world, how to 
make new models look like old and worn 
equipment, how to build structures, how to lay 
track, wire, and run trains using DCC and car 
cards, and stuff like that.  But I’ve sadly 
overlooked the world of 12” to the foot 
railroading.  Not stuff like steam locomotives of 
course, but how the railroads run, how people 
interact with them, where they go, why they 
come and go – that sort of thing. 
 
A few weeks ago during an unnecessary stop at 
the hobby shop, I picked up a thick paperback 
book called “Great American Railroad Stories” 
taken from 75 years of Trains Magazine.  Now I 
have to admit that the only reasons I haven’t 
subscribed to Trains are that (1) I can’t keep up 
with all the model railroad magazines I get now 
plus the one on the internet, and (2) if I added 
another subscription, my wife would probably 
throw out all the magazines I’ve saved.  
 
Anyway, this book is an education.  Oh the 
stories!  Stories of riding trains, a young woman 
on her way to San Francisco to teach crossing the 
country in 1869 just after the route opened, or  

extraordinary speed runs like The Jarrett & Palmer 
Special of 1876 – York to San Francisco in less 
than 3 ½ days and the Death Valley Scotty special 
of 1905.  The pleasures of an upper birth, or the 
boredom of being assigned by the railroad to ride 
troop trains all over the country during WWII. 
 
Accounts of how it was to work on the railroad, the 
trials and tribulations of learning to fire a hand 
stoked steamer, or delivering and troubleshooting 
new E units.  How about a teenager working his 
way through college doing track maintenance – 
like trying to get a hy-railer home against 7 
opposing trains on a single track main. Or being 
caught in an unexpected snowstorm high along the 
Colorado New Mexico border – three days keeping 
warm by the firebox fire, but not moving nor 
eating. 
 
And accidents!  What the Johnstown Flood did to 
the railroads in the area, or how an engineer rode 
an EMD F-unit through a head on collision with a 
steamer and lived to tell the tale!  
 
I’m only half way through the book now, but you 
bet I’ll keep on learning (and being entertained).  Is 
it any wonder model railroading is the world’s 
greatest hobby when the real railroads we model 
offer such a diverse universe of experiences?  
Phil Doolittle 

http://div8.ncr-nmra.org/
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Congratulations Mr. Jackson 
Troy, MI: Congratulations to John Jackson 
[right] for achieving his Association Official 
Achievement Award. 

 

Thanks 
Troy, MI: I would like to thank John Jackson for 
taking notes and Paul Runyan for taking pictures 
for me in my absence at the February meeting. 
Bill Gawthrop 
Guest 
Troy, MI: Tonight’s guest is Tom Hoermann from 
Royal Oak. 
Division 6 Layout Tour 
Northville, MI: See the enclosed flyer for details of 
the Division 6 layout tour on March 13. 

 

Show & Tell 
This Month’s Theme was anything Foreign Railroad 

John Gavasso brought in a “Royal Castle Train Set, 
the “Train That Fought the Battle of Britain.” 

 

Marv Linke brought in a large scale steam locomotive 
frame and a “Big Bertha,” 300 watt soldering iron. 
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Paul Ryan offered two Canadian cylindrical grain 
hoppers.  Both are HO scale models by 
Intermountain. 

 

Ken Scherer displayed an elevated foam cradle. 

 
Rick Ware brought in two Life Like box cars which 
he purchased in Melbourne, Australia during a trip in 
2004.  He also displayed an Australian Model 
Railway magazine. 

 

George Van Duyne offered 
a static grass applicator which 
he made from an electronic fly 
swatter. 

 

Tony Britsky brought in a Russian cab-forward, 
class T16 from 1904 by Trix Fine Art. 

 

Dave Thornton displayed an O scale GLa hopper 
which was a Lionel conversion and a GTW PS-5 
covered gondola, also a Lionel conversion. 
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Greg Rich brought in a 2-8-0 locomotive which he 
totally rebuilt from an ancient scratch-built model. 

 

Terry Bossick offered a model of a Hong Kong 
anniversary 4-wheel street car. 

 
Tim Fisher offered a book with photos of a Santa Fe 
Mogul and Ten-wheeler with the high pressure 
cylinder on the left and low pressure on the right.  It 
was intended for passenger service. It was too weak 
for freight service, and too long for yard work. 

 

Larry Wolohon displayed an O scale brass 1944 box 
car which he painted, lettered for Nickel Plate Road, 
and weathered. 

 
Dan Lewis brought in a puzzle entitled “Changing 
Motors at Harlowtown and the beginning an N scale 
snow shed with jig. 

 

 

Richard Kubeck brought in a Canadian LRC plus 
Talgo passenger cars and Canadian well cars. 
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February Clinic 
 
The February clinic was given by Jim Zinser.  He described his layout tour featuring models and 
layouts that he visited in his recent trip to Australia and New Zealand.  He also talked about 
railfanning in the two countries. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Richard Laird brought in a ham radio QSL card 
from a New Zealand locomotive picture. 

 
Sorry 

Not Image 
Available 

Tom Hoermann offered Minitrains HOn30 
locomotives including USA WWI Baldwin, a German 
WWI Brigodelok & water tender, and a Bachman 
“Sharloey.” 
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Upcoming Events March Clinic 
 Mar. 12 & 13, Apr. 9 & 10: Detroit Model 

Railroad Club Open House, www.dmrrc.org 
 

The March clinic will be given by Marv Linke.  
His topic is Tom Dart’s Guage 1 layout. 
 
. 

Division 8 Board of Directors Next Meeting’s Show and Tell 
Superintendent: Phil Doolittle 

 doolittlep@comcast.net 
Treasurer:           Paul Runyan 

prrdi61@gmail.com 
Secretary:           Bill Gawthrop 

wegawthrop@aol.com 
Director:             John Gavasso 

 John Jackson 
                           jdsmjackson@sbcglobal.net 

 
The topic for Show and Tell is: 

1. Anything from your layout 
Or  
2. Your current favorite project 

 

http://www.dmrrc.org/
mailto:doolittlep@comcast.net
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