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CLINTON RIVER DIVISION 8 
NEW LOGO! 

The 29 members at the September meeting chose our new logo! As soon as a 
professional graphic artist cleans up the artwork, we will begin using it. We plan to have 
business cards, letterhead, patches and even maybe shirts advertising YOUR Clinton 
River Division 8! Thank you to all who submitted ideas, all who voted and all who will 
proudly display the CRD logo. 
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FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
September 2017 

FIRST OF ALL - I wish to thank your 
Board of Directors for a little board 
meeting rescheduling.  We held our 
quarterly meeting four days early so that I 
could attend the NMRA Michiana Division 
Education and Training Conference in 
South Bend, Indiana.  Bill Gawthrop has 
taken his Free-mo modules there for 
several years and had invited me to join 
him.  We were all set, but then a crazy 
thing happened. I got a gall bladder 
attack and could not go.  As I sat in the 
hospital thinking Bill was on his way and 
would be enjoying the setup, turns out he 
too had to change his plans for health 
reasons!  Bummer for both of us and for 
the Michiana event, which had a 
significantly diminished modular railroad 
display. We’re both on our way back to 
more normal lives and model railroading, 
thank you very much. 

CONVENTION 2019 - After the brief 
discussion of the Division’s normal 
business, the fellows gathered at the 
meeting devoted most of the evening to 
discussion and initial plans for the 2019 
NCR convention, which we are to host.  
Our first duties will be to establish a 
financial activity, and to get the venue 
selection process started.  We must have 
an agreement with a venue as part of the 
process to settle on the actual date, 
which is targeted to be sometime in the 
Fall of 2019.  As a group, we discussed 
how to create and staff the convention 
committee that will carry out the work of 
planning and presenting the convention.  
Don’t be surprised if you get a phone call 
asking you to get involved! 

RESURRECTION – A few existential 
thoughts on the idea of life after death.  
(Heavy stuff!)  NCR’s Motor City Division 
(6) has had the ill fortune to lose two very 
fine modelers and layout owners this 
year, Dewey Norton back in January, and 
Larry Wright during the summer.  Both of 
those fine fellows are sorely missed.  In 
both cases, some other fine fellows of 
Div. 6 put a lot of work into holding sales 
of models and other goodies to help the 
widows clear out the basements and 
recover some of the value.  I attended 
both sales, partly for a last look at the 
fine layouts, but admittedly to see if there 
were any tidbits that would suit my future 
layout.  Turns out there were, and I now 
have two small steam locos from 
Dewey’s layout and three from Larry’s.  
One of these 5 is very a very sweet 
runner, but the rest will need some 
attention before they go to work once 
again.  But they WILL go to work once 
again, and when they do, I will bring a 
little bit of Dewey’s and Larry’s dreams 
back to life.   That will make me smile, 
and perhaps somewhere they will be 
smiling as well. 

Phil 

Get well wishes to Phil and Bill! 

As always we welcome the NMRA 
Master Model Railroaders (MMR) of 
Clinton River Division. This month’s 
attendees - Jim Clements, Dan Lewis, 
Larry Wolohon and Jim Zinser. 
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SEPTEMBER SHOW & TELL
Theme was Convention Acquisitions or a Current Project

Steve Akers brought three cars from last 
week’s NCR Convention in GR - a Gulf 
tank car, a track-cleaning gondola and 
this MOW tool car - all door prizes 

Tom Dart sent Rio Grande excursion 
cars with a flat car contains a “Jug Band” 
for the patrons’ entertainment 

John Gavasso displayed an NMRA 50th 
Anniversary (1985) Business Car in HO 
for NCR-Div 8 

John Jackson exhibited 4 cars from 
various conventions he has attended 

Richard Kubeck displayed a servo tester 
and a micro-mini servo he acquired at 
conventions 

Dan Lewis brought the sepia tone photo 
of his N-Scale Lewistown station and 
passengers (Smoke is photoshopped) - 
BEST OF SHOW 2015 NMRA 
Convention in Portland! 
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Mark Mincek won “The Office” by Master 
Creations at Orlando client auction - parts 
are cast lead.(Sorry Mark, I missed a 
photo of this - ed.) 

Greg Rich freelance scratch-built the 
New Baltimore yard tower from wood and 
styrene 

Ken Scherer bought a HobbyTown loco 
and Peco switch from Recycle Hobbies at 
GR convention 

Dave Thornton acquired a book 
American Narrow Gauge at Orlando 

Richard Wahl scratch-built this 7-foot 
long bridge from manila file folders! It 
weighs 6 oz and has been in use on the 
Gratiot Valley Club layout since 2003. It 
has tested to 15 pounds. The bridge 
WON A MERIT AWARD at the Grand 
Rapids convention last week. 

Larry Wolohon displayed “president’s 
award” he received at 1986 NMRA 
convention in London, ON 
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Jim Zinser purchased a Fine Scale 
Miniatures HO Watertank kit at Orlando 

SAD NEWS - Jerry Joe Jackson, 
operator of Age of Steam, died last week. 
Located in Sugar Creek, OH, Age of 
Steam is a premier collection of prototype 
railway equipment. Our condolences to 
Jerry’s family and friends. 

TIP OF THE MONTH 
Dan Lewis reports a great method to 
uncouple cars during operating session is 
to use dental gum brushes. Simply set 
the brush on top of the coupler, twist - 
and the brush does the work. Medium 
size for HO and fine for N Scale. “It really 
works,” says Dan. 

DO YOU HAVE A MODELING TIP OR 
TECHNIQUE THAT WORKS FOR YOU? 
Then write it up and submit it! Or develop 
it into a clinic for a meeting. Speak with 
any officer or Larry Wolohon. It will be fun 
for you and all of us! 

NMRA membership includes 15% 
discount from Micro-Mark, and others. 
Check the NMRA website member only 
section for details. 

The September Clinic, by Rad Jones and Mark Mincek, recapped the Orlando NMRA 
National Convention from August. Great photos of great layouts and models. 

The Clinton River Divison 8 will host the 2019 North Central Region Convention. 
That’s correct, you all will be hosts. Many hands make for lighter work. So, decide how 
you can assist. A detailed listing of all the positions and jobs needed are posted to the 
website and in the July Car House. Volunteer and let’s make the 2019 convention the 
best ever.  
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The 2018 North Central Region Convention will be October 11-14, 2018 in Lansing. 
Mark your calendars now and plan to attend. If you have not attended a Regional 
convention, you are missing great layouts, clinics, tours, and camaraderie. And gain 
better working knowledge for hosting our own convention in 2019. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

★ October 7 & 8 - Great Berea Train Show, Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds, Berea, 
OH (for all train shows, check CRD website, link at bottom right) 

★ October 19 - Clinton River Division 8 monthly meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
★ November 5 - Gratiot Valley Railroad Club Show - Mt. Clemens High School 
★ November 5 - Lansing Model Railroad Club Show - MSU Pavillion 
★ November 26 - Division 6 Model Railroad Show & Workshop 
   Livonia Senior Building, Farmington & Five Mile 

CLINTON RIVER DIVISION 8 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Superintendent: Phil Doolittle -  doolittlep@comcast.net 
Treasurer:           Paul Runyan -  prrdi61@gmail.com 
Secretary:           Kent Aughe -    chappie81@wowway.com 
Directors:           John Gavasso 
                            John Jackson - jdsmjackson@wowway.com 

Car House Editor: Kent Aughe 

THE OCTOBER MEETING 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 7:00 p.m. 

TROY CHRISTIAN CHAPEL, 
Second Floor Meeting Room (use parking lot door and stairway just inside the 

door. There is also an elevator in the lobby if you prefer) 
400 E. Long Lake Road, Troy 

SEE YOU THERE! 
(Same place, same time, third Thursday, every month) 
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OCTOBER	CLINIC	
“DVD Nightt”

Bring your favorite DVD for Show & Tell. 
Then we will pick one or two for viewing.

OCTOBER	SHOW	&	TELL	
Bring a favorite DVD or current project. We 
will pick a DVD or two to show for the clinic.
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